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Signage written by writer Ton Satomi appears in front of 
the Kamakura Bunko store.
Property of the Kamakura Museum of Literature.

"Thriving Business at Kamakura Bunko Rental Bookstore," by comic artist Kon Shimizu, 
depicts the store atmosphere at the time.
Property of the Kamakura Museum of Literature.
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This building was first built as a villa for Namizo Fukushima, a stock 
broker. Later, the businessman Seiroku Moroto became the owner of 
the house, which was then acquired in 1980 by Kamakura City. Fine 
design can be found in both the interior and exterior of this attrac-
tive house, as for example in the beautiful Greek-style balcony. The 
building is not open to the public, but visitors can view the exterior.

The Koga Residence, the Kamakura Museum of Literature and the 
Former Residence of Kachonomiya are the three most important 
western-style buildings in Kamakura. 
It took approximately 15 years to build the Koga Residence which 
was used as a villa by Seijiro Sho, managing director of the Mit-
subishi Joint-Stock Company. 
A disaster recovery conference was held here immediately after the 
1923 Great Kanto Earthquake. In 1937 the house was acquired by 
Sadachika Koga, head of Nippon Tochi-Tatemono Co., Ltd. Later, 
Osachi Hamaguchi and Fumimaro Konoe, both 
former Prime Ministers, used the house as a villa. 
Currently the house functions as a restaurant. 

Dr. Erwin von Bälz, a German medical doctor, and Sensai Nagayo, director of the Medical Affairs Bureau at the Ministry of 
the Interior, considered Kamakura to be an ideal destination for summer and winter sojourns and for recreation. They were 
proponents of sea bathing for medical purposes. 
The establishment of Japan’s first sanatorium, named Kaihinin, in Yuigahama in 1887 made Kamakura into a popular 
seaside health spa. Patients at the sanatorium bathed in the sea at scheduled times. 
The Mitsuhashi Ryokan Inn in Hase ran an advertisement for sea bathing in the Tokyo Yokoyama Mainichi Newspaper in 
1885, and in 1888 Kaihinin became the Kaihin Hotel for sea-bathers and overseas visitors. Sea bathing became a popular 
recreational activity in Japan. Kaihinin, just after it was transformed into the Kaihin Hotel.

The residence was designed by Kotaro Sakurai, the 
architect who designed the former Mitsubishi Bank head 
office building.
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This structure was built as a villa for Jotaro Yamamoto, a 
businessman and politician who served as the president 
of the South Manchuria Railway. Using carefully selected 
materials from Kyoto and showcasing the mastery of Kyo-
to carpenters, it was built in an exceptional Kyoto sukiya 
tea house style, which embraces the aesthetic of refined 
simplicity. Located on a hill 40 meters above sea level, the 
garden offers a sweeping view of the Yuigahama beach. 
It is a valuable example of a villa built before the Great 
Kanto Earthquake and provides a glimpse into life at such 
villas. It was acquired by the Shinreikyo religious group 
in 1982 and named “Kamakura Renseijo Reigenkaku.”

　　　　　　　　　　　 The house changed hands 
several times after Satomi moved out in 1936, and at 
one point the house was owned by 
Mr. Ishikawa and is now owned by 
a private company.

Shinreikyo Kamakura Renseijo Reigenkaku
 (Former Residence of Jotaro Yamamoto) 
A Rare Surviving Example of a Villa Built Before the Great Kanto Earthquake

A large reception hall built in the sukiya style 
using “Kyoma” (the Kyoto standard size for 
tatami mats). The main building and other 
structures were registered as Tangible Cultural 
Properties in 2016.
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Long-Established Liquor Store & Restaurant 
Maintains Pre-War Appearance
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