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Wooden talisman saying "Somin Shorai" excavated from Kamakura
Hojo Yasutoki / Tokiyori Tei Site
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Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
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(photol) The investigation site from above (well remains outlined in white; east is at the top)
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(photo2) Largest-class well remains (the right-hand scale is 4 meters long)
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(photo3) Small river thought to be a branch of the Sasuke River
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Utsunomiya-Zushi-Bakufu-Ato Site
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(photo4) Discovered remains of postholes and a well
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Zaimokuza-Machiya-Iseki Site
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(photo7) Mudstone-paved road (photo8) Roadside gutters made of stonework
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(photo9) Excavated cobblestone pavement
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(photol0) Eave-end roof tile (top)
and ridge-end tile (right)
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Musashiooji-Shuhen-Iseki Site
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(photoll) The investigation site from above (an embankment presumed to be the foundation of a fence
is in the middle of the investigation zone; south is at the top)
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(photol2) Masses of excavated earthenware (both top and bottom photos)
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(photol3) Decorative panel carved with an inome pattern as excavated, and enlarged photo
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BE 15 FEZ0HSIEBR(GFIMEEEHE) (photol5) Orishiki panel with India-ink writing (infrared photo)
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1. Wooden talisman saying "Somin Shorai" excavated
from Kamakura Hojo Yasutoki / Tokiyori Tei Site
(Yukinoshita 1-369)

A talisman to ward off epidemics

The right-hand photo shows the first talisman to ward off epidemics excavated from Kamakura in
1990. It is believed to date from around the Northern and Southern Courts period (14th century) . An
incantation for warding off epidemics is written on the talisman.

This talisman has a hole in its upper portion, and it retains some traces indicating that it may have
been nailed to a post of a building or the like. Fixed to a vestibule or gate door, this talisman proba-
bly indicated that the residence was "a house of the descendants of Somin Shorai" for many years and
warded off epidemics. (Somin Shorai was a legendary character granted protection from epidemics
because he had given shelter to a deity.) This wooden talisman is an excavated item showing that
Kamakura residents more than six centuries ago were probably working to overcome epidemics by

any means necessary.

2 . Wakamiya-QOji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site

(Onari-machi 747-1 and other points)
Discovery of one of the largest wells from Japan's medieval period
These survey sites are to the west of the southern end of Onari-dori Street, which extends southward
from JR Kamakura Station, and the Sasuke River runs to the west of the survey sites. A recent exca-
vation has revealed a half-underground building, a small river thought to be a branch of the Sasuke
River, and other findings from the Kamakura period (1185-1333). Particularly notable is a rectangu-
lar well with a short side of about 2 meters and a long side of about 4 meters, which is one of the
largest wells ever found in Japan. If the well was as large as this, it may have been used for some-
thing related to dyeing or other handicrafts. This is a valuable find for considering the nature of the
relevant area.

3 . Utsunomiya-Zushi-Bakufu-Ato Site
(Komachi 2-351 and 352)

Approaching the reality of the shogunate?

The location of the Kamakura shogunate refers to the Shogun Gosho (shogun's residence) located in
Kamakura City. This survey site is where the Shogun Gosho is presumed to have been, and it is
located to the east of Ni-no-Torii (the second gateway to Tsurugaoka-Hachimangu shrine), facing
Wakamiya Oji avenue.

Among the findings from the stratum presumed to be from the early Kamakura period (early 13th
century) are buildings with posts driven into postholes aligned with Wakamiya Oji avenue, buildings
that are thought to be half-underground warehouses, and wells. The remains of some buildings have
revealed plates called foundation plates installed at the bottom of posts to prevent them from sinking.
We cannot immediately conclude from this that these building remains were part of the Utsunomi-
ya-Zushi-Bakufu, but they are certainly valuable finds for future research.



4 . Zaimokuza-Machiya-Iseki Site
(Zaimokuza 5-946-1)

The remains of a temple?

The excavation site is to the south of the road from Wakamiya Oji avenue to Kuhonji Temple.

The findings from the strata dating back to the late Kamakura period and the Muromachi period
(the late fourteenth century to the sixteenth century) include numerous holes for erecting posts
(postholes), the remains of a mudstone-paved road, and a cobblestone pavement presumed to have
been a garden. Numerous tiles have been excavated from the area, which suggests the presence of a
building with a tile roof. The discovery of a cobblestone-paved garden in combination with a building
with a tile roof suggests the remains of a temple. There is also a theory that the Arai-no-Enmado
(today's Ennoji Temple) was located near the investigation site.

5. Musashiooji-Shuhen-Iseki Site
(Ogigayatsu 3-451)

Traces of a banquet
The excavation revealed a large amount of earthenware called "karawake" thrown away on both
sides of an embankment, which is considered to have been the foundation of a fence. Karawake earth-
enware was used as tableware at feasts. The excavation of such a large quantity of karawake is evi-
dence that large-scale banquets were being held. The fact that these remains were excavated from
both sides of the fence may indicate that one corner of the mansion was used for cleaning up after
feasts.
The artistic sense of the Kamakura people
The excavated decorative panel is a thin sheet about 35 cm long, 8 cm wide, and 5 mm thick, with
red heart-shaped patterns at two places on the surface, colored with vermillion lacquer. These pat-
terns, called "inome," are a design from ancient Japan, which was believed to be a talisman to ward off
evil. Black lacquer remains on the back of the panel, so we can assume that it was formerly coated all
over with black lacquer, with only the inome portion coated with vermillion lacquer.
A large quantity of wooden lacquer- : :
ware has also been excavated. The
surfaces are skillfully patterned in
vermillion on a black background.
Some of the designs seem to be geo-
metrical, showing part of the artistic
sense of the Kamakura people.
Panels with India-ink writing on them
have also been excavated, which [&
seem to have traces of brush break-
ing-in or brush-writing exercises.
These panels were originally thin |
wooden tableware trays called "orishi-
ki" At the time of a feast, these trays
were used to carry karawake earth- §=
enware and other items. These panels |
have dense India-ink writing on both
sides, but the characters are not dis- ffa 0 T e P . i, Vi
tinctly written and the contents are EE16 F2EtFHEMN (NT-THE351%. 352&H#h~) HL0RE
not clear. (photol6) Inkstone excavated from Utsunomiya-Zushi-Bakufu-Ato Site
(Komachi 2-351 and 352)







