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Engaku-ji-Kyukeidai-Iseki Site
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Photo 1: Timber-framed revetment in the drainage ditch along the Yamanochi Road, late Kamakura period.
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Photo 2: Small stream flowing from east to southwest (foreground).
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Photo 3: Stone-lined drainage ditch. The small stream was filled in and rebuilt into a stone-lined drainage ditch during
the Nanbokucho period.
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Photo 4: White and red markings indicate post holes. The buildings were rebuilt so that they overlap.
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Photo 5: Site of a well dating back to the Kamakura period. The wooden frame was found in good condition.
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Zaimokuza-Machiya-Iseki Site
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Photo 6: Survey conditions.

TBEET7 WELSEMIRE LS 5TV,

Photo 7: Sand boils rising from the ground.
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Photo 8: Worn artifacts and gravel deposits.
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Hase-Koji-Shuhen-Iseki Site
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Photo 9: Panoramic view of the medieval foundation. The structure is excavated into the sand layer.

—5—



EE10 HERKOLMEDAE, FEBICRIFLIK
RETHEU .

Photo 10: Human remains of a woman from the
Kamakura period. Excavated in exceptional

condition.
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Photo 11: Site of pit dwellings from the Nara and

Heian periods. The area excavated in the shape of

a square indicates the building footprint. Pottery

and other artifacts were unearthed from within.
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Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
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Photo 12: Building materials were § ﬁﬁ

discovered in good condition.
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Photo 13: Wall structure of a semi-subterranean building called “seirozumi” (steamer basket masonry)
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Photo 14: Panoramic view of the survey area. Whale ribs were unearthed in the foreground.
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Ima-Koji-Nishi-Iseki Site
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Photo 15: Remains of the road from the Kamakura period that were discovered. The road surface was paved with
mudstone.
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Photo 16: Ditch and post holes believed to date back to the Nara period.
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Photo 17: Flat tiles from the Nara period that were excavated. Characterized by their geometric “ayasugi” (herringbone)
pattern.
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Buddhist Flower Vases Unearthed in Kamakura
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Photo 18: Buddhist flower vases unearthed in Kamakura City.



Buried Cultural Properties in Kamakura 29

1. Engaku-ji-Kyukeidai-Iseki Site
(Aza-Yamanouchi, Nishikanrei Yashiki 381- 1 and three other land lots)

In this survey, which was carried out from July to December 2024 in line with the construction of an apartment complex, a group of structures
dating from the Kamakura to Muromachi periods was uncovered.

The ditch discovered on the southwest side of the survey area (cover photo) was a drainage ditch along the Yamanouchi Road dating back to
the Kamakura period. This ditch was identified as having undergone three major phases of change. Initially a simply-dug ditch, it was subsequently
reinforced with timber framing in the late Kamakura period (Photo 1). This period coincided with the establishment of Kencho-ji, Engaku-ji, and
other major temples in the Yamanouchi area, which suggests the road may have undergone improvement to coincide with that. The timber-framed
ditch would continue to be rebuilt even after the Nanbokucho period that followed commenced. In the foundation constituting the third phase, a
small stream flowing northeast to southwest was uncovered. It can be inferred that the stream fed into the ditch at a right angle to the road (Photo
2). By the Nanbokucho period, this stream had been rebuilt into a ditch containing stone-lined revetments (Photo 3).

Within the area enclosed by the drainage ditch along the Yamanochi Road on the southwest side and the small stream or stone-lined ditch
on the southeast side, post-and-beam structures and wells were discovered. The post-and-beam structures were large buildings, some of which
were as tall as ten meters or more on a single side, that were rebuilt multiple times at the same location (Photo 4). Looking at the area near
the survey site on the “Engaku-ji Keidainai Kaizu” map of the temple grounds presumaby created between 1333 and 1335 after the fall of the
Kamakura Shogunate, depicted there is a drainage ditch along the Kamakura Kaido road and a ditch (or perhaps a small stream) that intersects
it at a right angle. The structures uncovered in this survey may correspond to the facilities depicted on the map.

2 . Zaimokuza-Machiya-Iseki Site (Part of Zaimokuza 1-36-2)

The survey site is located to the north of Suidomichi on the northern side of the area formerly called Kamigawara.

The survey area covered approximately 260 m”. From March up through July 2024, excavations that reached a maximum depth of approximately
4 m below the current ground surface were carried out in line with the construction of an apartment complex. As a result, the presence of
sediment deposits is believed to be the remains of a lagoon that connects the mouth of the Namekawa River to Yuigahama Beach. It is possible
that nearly the entire survey area was within this lagoon (Photo 6).

Beneath a topsoil layer with a thickness of approximately 30 cm to 60 ¢cm, muddy soil containing almost no artifacts was uncovered. The lowest
part of this stratum contained deposits of volcanic ash that had erupted from Mount Fuji (in the eruption of 1707), indicating that it was muddy
soil from a march that had been deposited from that period until modern times. Additionally, traces of sand boils surmised to have been caused by
the Great Earthquake of 1703 were also identified in this stratum (Photo 7).

Beneath this layer of mud, a gravel layer containing artifacts in great quantity was discovered. These artifacts, which included pottery,
ceramics, and soft tuff, were all rounded and worn, and were found in a state in which artifacts dating from the Kofun period to the Kamakura
period were mixed together. As such, the gravel layer is thought to be a tsunami deposit (Photo 8). Beneath this tsunami deposit layer, a layer
of sand and gravel forming the bottom of the lagoon had been deposited. Based on these findings, it is inferred that the lagoon as it originally
existed was buried by a tsunami around the Kamakura period, after which it turned into a marsh during or after the Edo period and was filled in
with mudstone in the modern era.

3. Hase-Koji-Shuhen-Iseki Site (Yuigahama 3-258-2)

In a series of excavations conducted from April to September 2024 in line with the construction of Kamakura City Yuigahama Junior High
School, pit dwellings from the Nara and Heian periods and semi-subterranean structures, graves and more from the Kamakura period were
discovered (Photo 9). Of particular note are two sets of human remains from the Kamakura period, which were found in excellent condition.

One of those sets of human remains was found in a pit grave buried in a hole dug into the ground with its face down and knees bent. While it
was missing several phalanges, the remains were unearthed in exceptional condition. Judging from the nature of tooth replacement patterns and
fusion of the epiphyses, this particular individual was a young person aged 14 to 17 years old, with a pelvic morphology that suggests they were
female. Wits its estimated height calculated based on femur length at 137.9 cm, this individual was likely slightly petite even for a woman from
that era. Additionally, paleopathological findings show a small perforation on the superior wall of the orbital area, suggesting anemia or another
disease (Photo 10). Note that no burial goods could be identified.

Beneath the strata dating back to the Kamakura period, remains of residences from the Nara and Heian periods were discovered (Photo 11).
At the adjacent sites Yuigahama 3-194-1 and 3-262-1 (Yuigahama Children’s Center; see “Buried Cultural Properties in Kamakura 217),
stone coffin graves believed to date back to the late Kofun period were found. This made it evident that the entire nearby area was used for land
purposes since before the Kamakura period.



4 . Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site (Onarimachi 764-3 and 764-4)

In this survey, which was carried out from May to July 2024 in line with the construction of a private residence, semi-subterranean buildings
dating back to the Kamakura period and associated building components and materials were found in good condition.

The survey site is located approximately 100 meters east of the current Onari Elementary School. The road running north-south to the east of
Onari Elementary School is called Ima-Koji. During the Kamakura period, it is believed to have functioned as a main arterial road in the city’s
downtown area, and to have had commercial facilities lining some areas along the road. In this survey, aspects of daily life in the late Kamakura
period were found atop a sand layer, as were four semi-subterranean structures presumed to be storehouses, ditches, pits, and more. At one of
the semi-subterranean structures, the building’s components and materials had remained in good condition. While only part of the building was
discovered in the western corner of the survey area, it was accompanied by base corner blocks forming the foundation for the building’s walls and
roof structure as well as by cut tuff stones laid to help stabilize that foundation. The cut stones were engraved with marking lines for determining
the position of the foundation, an indication that the building was assembled with care. Additionally, some of the wall materials that were found
employed a technique called “seirozumi” (steamer basket masonry) through which square timber measuring 4-5 sun, or roughly 120-150 mm,
was stacked to form walls. This and other elements make the building a valuable example of discovery for examining building structure (Photo
13).

Also unearthed from the fill soil of another semi-subterranean building were whale ribs (Photo 14). Given the precedents of vertebrae and
other whale remains being found in coastal areas within Kamakura City, one can deduce that whales were utilized as a resource in medieval
Kamakura.

5. Ima-Koji-Nishi-Iseki Site (Ogigaya 1-145-2)

The site of this survey faces the road turning west from Ima-Koji, which runs north-south to the east of Kamakura City Hall, towards “Muryo-
i Valley.” Over time, “Muryo-ji” generally came to be considered “Muryoju-in,” which has an association with the Adachi clan that served as a
vassal under the Kamakura shogunate. Nearby the site, roof tiles dating back to the Nara period were excavated, and the area is assumed to have
also hosted an ancient temple related to the Kamakura District Office discovered within the grounds of Onari Elementary School.

The survey uncovered roads paved with crushed mudstone and ditches thought to be roadside gutters as aspects of daily life spanning three
Japanese historical periods from the early Kamakura period to the beginning of the Nanbokucho period. As these roads and ditches extended east-
west, it is possible they constituted roads heading to “Muryo-ji Valley.”

Discovered in layers dating further back than the Kamakura period were trenches pointed east-west and north-south, post holes, and more.
Of particular note is the large number of tile fragments unearthed from the soil filling in the trenches. These tiles are believed to date back
to the Nara period. The excavated tiles consisted solely of fragments of round tiles and flat tiles, with no eave tiles containing remnants of tile
cap patterns found. However, an “ayasugi” (herringbone) pattern was visible on the surface of some of the fragments. When making tiles, clay
is pounded to remove the pockets of air in them. The tools used for that purpose, called pounding boards, are frequently carved with geometric
patterns that are imprinted onto the clay. Flat tiles exhibiting this ayasugi pounding pattern (Photo 17) are unique in that within the ancient
Sagami Province, they are only found in the surrounding area of Kamakura District. Among the tiles unearthed in this survey are artifacts
that closely resemble tiles produced at the “Ishii Tile Kiln” and “Norikoshi Tile Kiln” in operation on the Miura Peninsula at the time . These
artifacts are important for examining the technical lineage and social background related to the founding and renovation of ancient temples.

6 . Buddhist Flower Vases Unearthed in Kamakura

The photograph shows ceramic Buddhist flower vases unearthed from sites in Kamakura City that date back to the time between the Kamakura
period and the Nanbokucho period. These implements for Buddhist worship used to place flowers before images of Buddha are considered one of
the three such implements, or “mitsugusoku,” alongside candle stands and incense burners. At medieval sites in Kamakura, such vases consisting
of various materials and designs, including those made of porcelain, ceramic, and earthenware, have been found in locations throughout the city.
While the mitsugusoku are generally said to have spread to the commonfolk from the Sengoku period up through the Edo period, they may have
been popularized first in Kamakura during the Kamakura period.

Incidentally, among the three Buddhist flower vases in the photo, the one on the left was produced in China during the Yuan Dynasty, though
its exact place of origin remains undiscovered. The two on the right were produced in what is present-day Seto City, Aichi Prefecture. Covered
in black or brown glaze, their bodies are adorned with floral or swirl patterns. The vases are presumed to be copies produced in Japan, modeled
after their Chinese counterparts.

Various cultural artifacts from both Japan and abroad have been unearthed at sites in Kamakura City. These artifacts provide insight into
aspects such as lifestyles at the time and domestic and international technical exchange.

Note that artifacts unearthed in Kamakura City can be viewed in the “Kamakura City Excavated Artifact Database,” and excavation reports
published by Kamakura City can be viewed in the “Comprehensive Database of Cultural Heritage in Japan” by the Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties.
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