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Buried Cultural Properties in Kamakura 7

1. Site of Asahina Fort

Site of medieval charnel house and funeral place

The site of Asahina fort is situated on the hill surrounding around the national historie
spot of Asaina Kiridoshi(road cutting), which was important medieval transportation point
connected to Mutsura, spreading about 1850m from north to south, 1100m from east to west.
The site has man made cliff and flat floor, and considered as a defense line in the medieval
city of Kamakura.

This time, we excavated the flat semicircular shape ground dug out of the valley spreading
23m from north to south, 37m from east to west, near the Kamakura side entrance of Asaina
Kiridoshi. Two Yaguras, one site of one building and one remain of old stone charnel on
the west side of the central stone line. On the east site, lots of pillar holes and ruin of
stonecutting places.

The central stone line is consisted of cut stone lined from north to south, and we could find
out other cut stone as foundation stones near by, therefore it could be a foundation part of
long and narrow building such as “Rou” or “Tsuiji”. The pillar holes on the east side are
quite randomly appeared, therefore that could be a hole of the pillar for the temporally
building like “Sajiki” for festival or event.

On the west site, the site of foundation for the 2-ken (about 4m) wide main building with
Mokoshi (eaves) of three-ken square (6m square). On the north and east side, drain for rain
are running and the south side is a pebbled field. In the middle of this building site, there
was an 85cm diameter Tokoname earth wear pot filled with ashes and small Koseto pots for
separating ashes. That explains there was a charnel, here.

Based on the finds from this site, the building could be existed from 14c to 15¢. This is quite
rare finding of total religious space with Yagura and charnel altogether, and an important
material for restoring medieval Kamakura, therefore, on August 27 in 2003, this site was
appointed as additional historic point of Asaina Kiridoshi”

2. Site of Muryo-ji Temple
The site of temple garden

Muryo-ji Temple is a sect of Kyoto Sennyu-ji Temple, but not identified its foundation date
or its abolition. We can find the name of “Muryo-ji Temple” or “Muryojuin” in the article
(1265) of “Azumakagami” or “Kanazawa Bunko Ancient Writings”™ .

This time, we examined the area 500m north west from JR Kamakura station. We examined
two places, north and south. The sites of medieval pond, foundation stone or building site,
posthole-type building site, road site, cellar site are found in the north area. In the south
area, four 14-15 century Yaguras, and the remnants of old buildings such as pillar hole and
ditch are found.

One of the outstanding points in south area is remnants of garden built by digging the rock
bed at the foot of mountain. According to the finds, assumed to be built in 1293 just after the
big earthquake, and continued to be in the middle of 14 century. The pond size is about 7m
X 3.5m with gravel at the bed and Nakanoshima (mid island) in the centre by rock bed. There
is a S-shaped waterway called Yarimizu at the north of the pond. On the east side, facing to
the edge of the pond, there was a large foundation stone building having Im verandah with 2m
pillar interval and 7.5mX12.7m around beam. Opposite side of the pond is shaped off. We can
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assume rock bed was standing up like sheer cliff shape based on the surroundings.

In Kamakura, another same type garden, national appointed scenic beauty Zuisen-ji Temple
garden created by Soseki Muso (1275-1351) exists in Zuisen-ji Temple (1327). However, only
the garden site of Muryo-ji Temple is specifically identified its crated year and this time
research brought us important material to understand unique Kamakura temple garden history
independent from Yofuku-ji Temple site and Kencho-ji Temple site.

3. Grope of Sites around Wakamiya Oji

Ruins of ancient and medieval city street

This site is spreading to most of Kamakura mainstreet including national appointed Wakamiya
Oji. The excavation area, this time is 50m west from the west exit of JR Kamakura station.
We found, as medieval sites, 13 square pit dwelling sites, 28 wells, road, pond and many
pillar holes and as ancient sites, 1 pit dwell site with cooking stove, more than two sites of
posthole-type building and so on. Most of medieval square dwell pit has wood foundation and
11 wells had wood flame, even some had wood tub at the bed. East to West road and North
to South road might have crossing at the east side of excavation area. East to west road
had a character of hard surface of the fourth period. Based on the finds, the ancient site is
assumed to be from Tumulus period to Nara/Heian period, and medieval one is to be from
early 13th century to late 14th century repeatedly constructed. From here, 80m apart, there
is the site of Imakoji (present Onari elementary school), where we found the sites of Nara era
government office and the medieval town of Buke Yashiki. That shows this area also flourish
from ancient to medieval.

4. Site of Okura Bakufu

The assumed initial site of Bakufu

The site of Okura Bakufu is the area between Tsurugaoka Hachimangu Shrine and Egara
Tenjin Shrine with Seisen primary school in its center. It is reported that Yoritomo
Minamoto created his residential building in December 1180 and continued till 1225 when
he moved to east side of Wakamiya Oji.
The excavation area of this time situated
between Yokohama National University
Primary School and Seisen primary school.
The result is there are eleven medieval
residential areas; we found the site of
baking unglazed earthenware in the upper
residential area and findings of Japanese
and Chinese pottery or Itajimezome which
is a pattern board for dyeing. Also we found
several building sites and Kawaradamari, a
mount of wasted roofing tiles.
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