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Cover-page photograph : Full view of Okura Bakufu surrounding sites
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Full view of Okura Bakufu surrounding sites



Ditch (Medieval Period)
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Sunken-featured pit dwelling remains (Yayoi Period):
Remains of a square pit dwelling from the Medieval Period found inside.
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Square Tumulus (Yayoi Period to beginning of Tumulus Period)
Sunken-featured pit-dwelling foundation of the Yayoi Period found inside.
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2. NAEREF Kubo Residence Site
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Building structure foundation
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Rows of postholes and ditches
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Well and ditches



3. BB KBS Sites surrounding the Wakamiya-Oji
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Full view of the sites surrounding Wakamiyaoji
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Celadon plate discovered
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Postholes of building with

roof supported by posts
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Mudstone floor and pits
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Pottery excavated. Foundation board in front Well
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4. HHEPM Sasame Site
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3 wells
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Sunken-featured square pit dwelling with rocks arranged




bWoA Ebesenlessa i 5 v ¢z Yuigahama-beach mass burial

0. EEH.’. AP HEREMERF site from the Middle Ages
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Full view of Yuigahama-beach mass burial site from the Middle Ages
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Sunken featured square
pit-dwelling
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Excavated skull and well
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Skull Buried human skeletal remains
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Buried Cultural Properties in Kamakura 8

1. Okura Bakufu surrounding sites
Sites from Yayoi Period, Tumulus Period and Middle Ages

The Archaeological sites surrounding Okura Bakufu are located on the eastside of Tsurugaoka
Hachiman shrine. The series of sites cover the area 600 meters east west and 350 meters north
south, enclosing in U-shape the site presumed to be of Okura Bakufu (Okura Gosho). The investigated
trench lies alongside "Mutsuramichi” (Mutsura Road) that leads up to Kanazawa in the “Minami
mikado” region. The excavation in 2003 revealed archaeological remains from the middle Yayoi
Period to the start of Tumulus Period and the Medieval Period.

Forty pit dwellings of the Yayoi Period were excavated on this site, as well as one square tumulus
from the end of Yayoi Period through to the beginning of the Tumulus Period. Such square tumulus
predating the Medieval Period was excavated for the first time at the center of Kamakura.

Furthermore, the Medieval building structures were built on top of the chiseled rock foundation,
from the previous age. On this site, there are three archaeological phases from the end of the 12t
century to the Muromachi Period. Archaeological deposits in each phase revealed building structures,
well and ditches. Especially, the spectacular finding of a stone jar from this site suggests the presence
of handicraft industry.

The discoveries made in this excavation were particularly valuable because it increased our
understanding not only about the Medieval Period but also of the lifestyle and tomb system of the

periods before.

2. Kubo Residence Site

Temple or Residence Site

In 2003 we excavated the area located approximately northeast of the Aoto-bashi bridge. The site
went through stages of development during its period of use. The investigation uncovered six phases
(or layers) between the middle to late 13t century. Each archaeological deposits showed signs of living
quarters;the first phase consisted of building structure on top of a foundation rock, the fourth layer
with gravels floors, and the sixth layer uncovered wells without timber support and ditches.These
ditches are commonly discovered together with the wells.

It is said that Kubo's residence was located in between Jomyoji temple and Myooin where the family
of ASHIKAGA Takauji (1305-1358) and his son Motouji (1340-1367) resided through successive generations.
From the limited evidence, it is uncertain whether these archaeological remains are exactly that of the Kubo
Residence. However, the gravel floor and rock foundations of the buildings suggest that the site could have

been in use either a temple or a residence.
3. Sites surrounding the Wakamiya-Oji
The elements that constructed the cityscape in the Kamakura Period

We excavated in 2003 the area of Wakamiyaoji; west to Imakoji, east to Komachioji and south to
Yuigahamadori. The total area covered 1-kilometer north south and 500-meters east west.




The investigated trench is close to the Ninotorii, located at west side of Wakamiyaoji. Here we discovered
13t century remains of postholes, roads, ditches and wells. Also, fluvial tracks older than the
Medieval Period were uncovered. The excavated artifacts include domestic potteries like "Kawarake”
earthenware, pots of Atsumi ware and imported wares such as celadon from China. The use of these
buildings are unknown. However being located at the middle of the city, we can easily imagine that
these buildings were elements that made up the cityscape of Kamakura in the Medieval Period.

4. Sasame Site
A Location for Industry and Commerce in Kamakura Period

Sasame site covers the southern part of Sasamecho to Sasame-ga-yatsu. The excavation carried
out in 2003 had its trenches laid out alongside the road near the intersections. The investigation
uncovered 15 sunken-featured square houses’ structures, several postholes indicating a house with
post supported roof, 7 wells and many other pits. The excavated remains include “"Kawarake”
earthenware, Chinese potteries/porcelains, domestic wares, ironworks, coins, animal bones and ete.
Animal bones make up the highest proportion amongst all the finds. The evidence of animal bones
showing signs of manufacture and excavated tuyéres of bellow for smelting metals has led to belief

that this location may have been the place for industry and commerce.

5. Yuigahama-beach mass burial site from the Middle Ages
Middle Ages Storehouses and Burial Site

The Yuigahama-beach mass burial site is on the northwestern sandy hill facing the beach. The
investigated site is 130 meters west from Kaiganbashi crossing.

The 2002 excavation revealed two phases from the late 13" century through to the late 14" century.
A sunken-featured building called square pit-dwelling, postholes (suggesting houses with roof
supported by posts) and wells were discovered in the two phases and human skeletal remains from
the burial older than these two phases
were also discoverd.

Lack of hearths or ash-layers in the
sunken-featured square pit dwellings indicate
that they were not fit for living. Furthermore,
this site did not uncover any manufactured
artifacts. Gathering from the evidence,
these buildings were not used for living or
used as workshops, but probably served as
storehouses. Cluster of sunken-featured
square pit-dwellings believed to be storehouses
discovered on the investigated areas and

the surrounding site suggest that this location

ERASMACE R (fbs Rt R E )

Koseto open-mouth jar excavated

was a distribution hub.

(Yuigahama-beach mass burial site)
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