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Excavated Cultural Properties in Kamakura 5

1 .Kamakura Daibutsu (Great Buddha)

Kamakura Daibutsu, situated in Hase, is 11.39 meters high and the second largest
sitting Buddhist statue in Japan. It is said that the bronze statue started to be cast in
1252. The excavation around Kamakura Daibutsu (Ko-tokuin Temple Area) was done
in 2000 and 2001 to push forward the inscription on the World Heritage List. There
we found the inclined stratum from the circumference upward to the statue, large
quantities of Kawarake dish of the first half of the 14th century and relics on casting
such as melted piece of copper, tuyere of bellows, fragments of furnace and smelting
waste. So it is presumed that the statue was cast in bronze partially from the bottom
with piling earth. We also found ten traces of a pillar base stone setting and presumes
that Daibutsuden (Great Buddha Hall) was about 44 meters long from east to south and
about 42.5 meters long from south to north. The length from east to west almost agrees

with the one, about 45 meters long, in the description of the old document dated 1704.

2 .Kenchoji Temple Area

Kenchoji Temple belonging to Rinzai sect was founded by Rankei Doryt, Chinese priest,
in 1249 or 1251 and became the first of five biggest temples in Kamakura. The excavation
on the north side of the Daikuri (large priests' living quarters) in 2000 showed the site
of the large building and the pond on the east side. In the site of the pond we found lots
of relics such as Kawarake dish, fragments of burned building materials, Buddhist altar
fittings, ornaments, lacquered Tenmoku bowl and small dining table. The inscription on
the lacquered bowl tells us that the bowl was one of three hundred pieces for the use in
Kenchoji Temple. Because of the date of Kawarake dish, it is presumed that these relics
were dumped in the great fire in 1414. These sites correspond to the buildings painted in
Kenchoji Garan Sashizu (map of Kenchoji), reproduction of the one in 1331. So they are

precious materials to understand Kenchoji Temple in the Medieval Period.

3 .Site of Suidoyama

The site is situated on the hill called “Suidoyama” in Dai. The latest excavation was
done in the valley to the west, about 350 meters to the south of Fujimicho station of
Shonan Monorail. There we found large quantities of potteries from Jomon to Heian
Period. But we could not find the site of pit dwelling and posthole-type building at all,
so we suppose that the place was dump or where the potteries ran down from the east
side of the hill.




4 .Site of Zaimokuza-machiya

Site of Zaimokuza-machiya, facing the sea, extends about 720 meters long from east to
south and about 600 meters long from south to north in Zaimokuza. The place of the
investigation is situated about 50 meters to the northwest of Yui-wakamiya Shrine
(Moto-hachiman). The latest excavation in this site brought out the structural remains
in the Medieval Period, such as road, well with wooden framework and a few lines of
ditches, and the site of six posthole-type buildings in Nara and Heian Period. The shape
of large square postholes almost agrees with the one excavated from where is presumed
to be the site of county seat in Nara and Heian Period, such as Heijokyo in the city of
Nara. We did not find the site of the pit dwelling, so the site of posthole-type buildings
is supposed to relate to the county seat even if about 650 meters away from the site,
in Onari elementary school, presumed to be the county seat in Nara Period. And this
excavation is the precious discovery to presume the foundation of Yui-wakamiya Shrine

and the route of old Tokaido in Nara and Heian Period.

5 .Site of Okura-bakufu Area

Site of Okura-bakufu Area is situated to north-northeast of Tsurugaoka Hachimangu
Shrine and surrounds where is presumed to be the site of Okura-bakufu (Okura-gosho)
with ko ( @ ) shaped figure and 600 meters long from east to west and 350 meters long
from south to north. The place of the investigation is on the corner of the area called
“Higashi-mikado” , near to the corner of northeast in Seisen elementary school. The
latest excavation in this site brought out the structural remains in four periods ; the
first period from the end of 12th to early 13th century, the second from the middle
to the latter half of 13th century, the third from the first half to the middle of 14th
century, the fourth 15th century. The structural remains from the first to the third
period is presumed to be a part of the residence because moats, posthole-type buildings
and wells were made new for several times. And the one of the fourth period is presumed
to be the center of temple or residence because there were the building constructed on
base stones and the accumulation of Kawarake dish on the hard ground. We also found
a lot of ceramic ware made in China and Japan, bronze mirror and metal fittings for
ornaments in gilt bronze. The old documents Azuma-kagami tells that there were the
houses for Gokenin, influential men of Bakufu, around Okura-bakufu and that this
area, called “Okurano-tuji” , became business district in the latter half of Kamakura
Period.
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